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From the entire team at JF Tobias, we would like to
thank you for choosing to discover the upcoming

2020 vintage with us. We hope that this En Primeur
catalogue will give you a broad understanding of the
vintage as a whole, enabling you to make your own
conclusions and plan effective action when releases

begin. This catalogue will focus on wines that we
wish to champion here at JF Tobias. We hope you
enjoy reading it as much as we enjoyed creating it.

WELCOME
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INTRODUCTION

3

This guide is designed to be as appealing to the client
starting out on their En Primeur journey as it is for the
seasoned connoisseur. We have endeavoured to do the
heavy lifting for you; harvesting and distilling market-
leading data and insights into both the wines, and the 2020
vintage as a whole. If you are inclined to skim this
brochure at speed, picking out key statistics, then our key
on the next page will help you achieve this. Should you
wish to drill down into historical statistics and the finer
climatic details, we have that too. We have refined the
wide array of wines on offer from the region into those
that we believe are of real interest. Whether that be for
their excellent value, outstanding taste or indeed their
investment potential. 

We are more than happy to source wines outside of this
catalogue if you so wish. So, please feel free to contact an
account manager to discuss this, or any other questions
you may have. We hope you enjoy the catalogue and we
look forward to tackling the campaign with you.
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Wines labelled with the arrow symbol are those typically associated with investment. They have
therefore had investment metrics added and the editors note will advise with this aspect in mind. 

Wines labelled with the wine glass symbol are those that we have included due to their stand out
drinking characteristics. They are popular fine wines for those looking to create or add to a
wonderful collection. Our comments will advise with drinking in mind. 

Wines labelled with the pound symbol have been selected as our value picks. These wines are at the
lower end of the price spectrum but punch well above their weight. The contents of the editor's note
will reflect this.

Wines labelled with the star symbol are those that have been selected from the appellation as the
stand out investment or drinking pick. This is our way of championing that particular wine and
indicating our advice to you to keep an eye out for it. 

Finally, you will note some of the wines are labelled with Saturnalia's logo, which means we have
additional data supplied by them as our partners. This is climate information specific to that
vineyard. The map and the comparison chart should impart a quick summary of how the year's
weather inputs have impacted the production and how it has fared compared with past vintages. 

HOW TO ORDER

WEBSITE: WWW.JFTWINES.COM

EMAIL: INFO@JFTWINES.COM

TELEPHONE: +44 (0) 20 3384 1155
Select option one to talk to a member of
the sales team.

Feel free at any point to get in touch with your sales
contact directly for more information about this
year's campaign, as they are on hand to assist.
Alternatively, head to our website to learn more.

JF TOBIAS  PICKS

DRINKING WINES

SATURNALIA INSIGHTS

VALUE WINES

INVESTMENT WINES

To simplify this guide for those clients wishing to dissect it at speed, we have applied a  symbol
key to assist. 
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JF Tobias comes from a strong
belief that everyone should
have the opportunity to
participate in the enjoyment of
wine.

ABOUT US
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With critics unable to travel the region for annual tastings - alongside a hurried release
schedule and a pervading sense of distraction - it is hard not to remember last year's
En Primeur Campaign as peculiar. The 2019 releases must not be remembered purely
for the unprecedented effects of the pandemic, as it was a campaign with some
excellent stories, insights and of course, wines.

Both Bordelais vignerons and critics alike suggested that the 2019 vintage held similar
qualities to its 2015 counterparts. It is widely accepted that the 2015 vintage sits right
on the cusp of the great modern vintages, its only downfall being the variation
between appellations. In a way, the 2019 vintage was much the same.  Many
appellations and estates performed to a high-water mark, while others struggled with
the meteorological hand they were dealt. This meant it was a campaign for the
discerning Bordeaux client. Those who approached last year's vintage with caution
reaped the benefits of what, in places, was a superb year.

LAST YEAR'S CAMPAIGN

"This was one of the more successful campaigns of
recent years, one held against the backdrop of an

extremely challenging set of circumstances."
 

- Rupert Millar, The Drinks Business
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Perhaps the most interesting revelation was the unified reduction in pricing. Naturally,
pricing is the simplest indicator of quality, confidence and the overall health of the wine
market. Last year's prices, however, did not mirror this sentiment. We saw estates
collectively reduce their release prices by 10-15% on average. While this was not a
reduction beneath the lowest release prices of the last 5 years, it was rather shocking
considering the quality of the wine most estates were offering. It raised a big question and
one we hope to have answered this year: Was this an acceptance by the Châteaux that En
Primeur release prices were becoming a little extreme? Or, simply a nod to the uncertain
economic environment?

In a campaign where merchants and clients alike were airing on the side of caution, it was
a revelation to see such strong demand. It offered an insight into those wines that people
simply cannot do without even during a global pandemic. Demand for the Bartons,
Pontet-Canet, Calon-Ségur and, of course, Mouton was as ferocious as always. Thanks to
their superb scores and reviews, buyers were eager to acquire wines from these habitually
popular estates. However, the wine of the vintage for many of us here at X was Pichon
Baron. The potential for the Château's first 100-points and from a wine released under
£600 per 6 was simply outstanding. Last year's campaign will be memorable for obvious
reasons but we hope that, as time passes, it will be the wines that push through to become
the stars of the 2020 campaign. Looking forward, it will be fantastic to see if those
overachievers last year can carry their momentum through to this year. Will Neil Martin 
 be tasting in his shed once more? Will pricing remain approachable? But most crucially,
will the 2020 vintage live up to it's 2019 counterpart?
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The fine wine market is driven by the desire to
speculate, consume and collect. While this creates a
unique marketplace that is less correlated to the health
of the world's economy, it too has suffered from the
effects of COVID. Impaired supply chains and
fluctuating merchant confidence have hindered market
sentiment. However, the consumer's ability to enjoy 
 luxury goods should not be undermined. 

Nevertheless, the virus should not be confused as the
protagonist to the retracement in wine pricing. Rather,
a final flourish to a long term correction that has been
underway since November 2019. Initially sparked by the
Hong Kong riots and exacerbated by the US-China
trade tensions, wine prices have been steadily falling.
The economic crash in March saw the virus push global
wine prices down to what we now understand to be the
true market bottom. This 18-month retracement has
been a long-overdue correction in the market. Pricing
had been overextended for too long for many wines far
beyond the quality within the bottle. Thanks to our re-

cent market bottom, what we now see is a marketplace
with far more equilibrium. While the experience has
been a shock to some, the very meaning of the word
correction imparts the necessity of what has happened.
Since November, market participants have tentatively
begun to raise trading volumes, dealing in safe liquid
wines. We have also seen really positive signs with
wines whose quality is of a genuinely exceptional level,
causing areas of the market to augment once more. So
what does this mean for En Primeur and what can we
expect?

It is first important to remind ourselves that En 
Primeur still remains the best way to ensure you are
securing your favourite wines at what is almost
certainly going to be their lowest ever price. As
previously mentioned, demand for key wines has been
exaggerated by the more acute approach of many
buyers. This is creating a renewed level of scarcity
amongst the most desired wines. This targeted approach
is likely to remain present in this year's campaign.

Current Market Environment 8
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Another crucial topic to consider is, of course, pricing.
Recently, there has been an overwhelming voice in the
industry that En Primeur release prices were becoming
too high, bringing into question the tradition as a
whole. Thankfully for those in Bordeaux, some
outstanding vintages distracted from these critiques.
However, with the involvement of COVID last year,
estates were forced to consider their pricing more
closely. A 10-15% reduction across all estates showed an
apparent willingness to listen. Whether this was a
reaction to concerns about sales targets or campaign
participation, we will only know once this year's wines
are released. One thing is for certain; there can be no
rationale to the Borderlais ignoring the wider market
correction. A sustained unilateral movement in pricing
- combined with the global environment - will see
release prices scrutinised very closely. In summary,
there are a number of real positives to be taken into
this campaign. The market is turning, allowing
collectors and investors to enjoy the next leg up in the
market cycle.

En Primeur prices are likely to remain low this year,
offering an excellent opportunity to find true value.
However, the caveat remains in the detail. So please
read on and inform yourself about this year's vintage
and how you can navigate it successfully. To ensure you
are fully informed, we have based this catalogue on
data-driven weather analysis, in hopes to paint a full
picture of what to expect from the this year's campaign.

Current Market Environment

Jake Leighton,
   Head of Investment

GET IN TOUCH

WEBSITE: WWW.JFTWINES.COM

EMAIL: JAKE@JFTWINES.COM

TELEPHONE: +44 (0) 20 3384 1155
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For this year's En Primeur campaign, we are delighted to team up with geospatial data experts,
Saturnalia. Saturnalia's award-winning team create industry-altering technology which we believe
will both intrigue and assist you with this year's campaign.

Saturnalia’s goal is to develop revolutionary geospatial insights and solutions for every vineyard in
the world. They are achieving this goal by collating vast sums of geospatial data from satellites
and weather stations around the world, creating a living atlas. The team of highly-educated
professionals are utilising a wide range of meteorological and geological vectors to formulate a
new perspective on both wine growing and subsequent quality. Saturnalia is able to target specific
vineyards rather than overall appellations with incredible accuracy. Powered by machine learning
and algorithms, they are steadily mapping every major wine-growing region in the world. 

By comparing and contrasting historic climate data with the outright quality of the wine
produced in that year, Saturnalia can map and identify which climatic inputs and in which
combinations are required to create the very best vintages, with the ability to process in real-
time how each element of the climate is impacting the growing season. They are able to
formulate insights into past vintages as well as the potential quality that the current years'
resulting fruit could produce. As a result, Saturnalia is able to accurately analyse and predict
the critic score potential and price of wines in advance. This is a truly unique and market-
leading insight that will provide us with an edge in understanding the vintage. 

You will therefore note the inclusion of Saturnalia data throughout our En Primeur catalogue.
The images, graphs and insights from this excellent company are all accessible through their
own subscription model. We have chosen to highlight what we believe to be the most
important and digestible statistics. However, if like us you harbour a desire to learn more
about the region and the vintages then there is a wealth of knowledge to be discovered. 

If you wish to find out more please go to www.saturnalia.tech.

D a t a - D r i v e n  W e a t h e r  A n a l y s i s

Saturnalia 10



The 2020 vintage is one typified by variation. The weather experienced within each of the
appellations - and even individual vineyards - differed enormously throughout the growing
season. As a result of this heterogeneity, there are those vineyards that can be considered the
fortunate winners, and those that had to use every trick in the book to manage their crops for
success. 

At the start of each appellation section, we will discuss the specific weather conditions each
experienced and how that would subsequently impact the Châteaux and wines. This more
general section will create an overview and broad understanding of where we can frame the
vintage. We will of course be pulling on Saturnalia’s weather data to draw observations and
comparisons unavailable to most. 
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This is a key period where the vines need to reset and
recover. It is also an important time for the vignerons
as they prune and prepare the vines ready for the
Spring. Risks here can include excessive deep freeze,
lack of cold inhibiting winter hibernation, and
drought. Fortunately, the Winter preceding 2020 was
within normal parameters. The region enjoyed heavy
rain which is important for resetting the water table.
Perhaps one negative consideration could be a capacity
for overwintering disease. However, with no extremes,
the vintage was well set up.

April - May
Bud Burst

This is perhaps the most fragile moment in the life
cycle. New, delicate buds burst from the canes with
the rising heat and it is at this stage that hailstorms
and frosts can devastate crops. This was in fact the
case with some right-bank vineyards receiving
sporadic hailstorms. It will certainly be interesting
to see how production volumes are impacted. The
latter part of this period is all about growth of a
canopy, which requires rain, sun and heat. 2020
conditions provided these in ample measures.

June to July
Cluster Creation

 

The start of the Summer is when we see clusters of
grapes arrive on the vine. During this period, vines
benefit from an absence of rain preferring big heat and
sun. Despite 2020 being one of the wettest vintages on
record, the distribution of this rain saw June through
to August classify as a drought. Consequently, any
vineyards that navigated bud burst safely will have
enjoyed this period. The only concern would have the
potential for water stress for the driest vineyards.

August to October
Veraison

 
Veraison is where skins and sugars develop, both of which
are key constructs of tannin structure, style and the
accessibility/longevity of the wine. The perfect
environment would be warm with big diurnal variation at
night. In 2020, the heat fell away to present a cooler
average temperature with sporadic rains. The rains will
have likely been welcome in places, ensuring any water
stress did not become too intense. Vineyard managers
needed to be vigilant and proactive to stave off disease
and harvest at a sensible point. This is most likely the
stage of the cycle that pushed 2020 down out of the tier of
the truly exceptional for many. However, it was by no
means tough. 
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Bordeaux Growth Degree Days* 2013-2020 [°C]
Land Surface Temperature, Copernicus Land**

 

Bordeaux Growth Degree Days* 2013-2020 [°C]
Land Surface Temperature, Copernicus Land
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*Growth Degree Days - This is the amount of growing days based on land surface temperature.
**Copernicus Land - This is the geographical monitoring service used to collate the data.
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This graph shows how the cumulative heat distributed throughout the year and when
the Growth Degree Days occurred during the growing cycle.
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A warm vintage without the excesses in the range at the top end. Average temperatures in the key
months of June and August were similar to that of the very warm 2018 vintage. Followed by a cooler
end to the season, this vintage does not extend to the extremities of the climate scale.  
One of the wettest vintages in recent years with rain concentrated in different locations at varying
stages of the growing season. However, a totally dry June and August negates this statement. Water
availability is a key construct in vineyard health. Therefore, this spread of conditions will have
contributed heavily to the resulting style and variety within the vintage.
The Saturnalia Variation Index (SVI) distils the entirety of the weather data collated by Saturnalia
into an all-encompassing figure. Shows us that this vintage SVI score is close in type to the 2018
vintage. However, their report does state that there is a genuinely unique vegetation response to the
climatic inputs. 
In April, during the bud burst, the right-bank suffered from hail storms which will see overall
production volumes shrink, boosting scarcity. On the left-bank, it is likely we will also see lowered
overall volumes due to disease pressure caused by humidity. 

Key Points To Take Away

Vintage In Summary

Comparisons to Past Vintages
It is always useful to frame our understanding of an upcoming release by comparing it to those where we
can be sure of the quality. By doing this, we can make a clear purchasing strategy and be decisive once
prices are known. 

From the data, it is clear that this vintage cannot be considered in the same stratospheric category as the
very best, ‘09, ‘10, ‘16. The level of rain at both the start and end of the vintages will have created too much
humidity in places. Equally, the harvest period lacked the consistency of blue skies to afford pickers the
luxury of timing. So while we may have those estates that breach high watermark levels, the majority are
likely to score slightly below their very best. 

Both the Growing Degree Days metric, measuring cumulative heat and the SVI index appear to place this
vintage's average performance on a par with 2018, though fortuitously without 2018’s excessive spikes in
heat. 2018 is a vintage that certainly sits in the top quartile of quality from a critic score perspective so a
very good omen for the future. 

The final comparison we can make is with the 2015 vintage. This is once again a vintage of near excellent
quality yet lacking in the homogeneity to be considered one of the modern greats. The deviation in
performance across the vintages is something that is absolutely present in this 2020 vintage, making it a
key theme. 
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2020 Rainfall by Appellation [mm]
Global Precipitation Measurement Mission
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VINTAGE IN SUMMARY

To summarise, this was not - as vignerons like to say - a
“blue sky vintage”. Instead, it was one where vineyard
management and craft will have been vital to mitigate
risk. It will also be a vintage where an element of luck
was required. If a vineyard had this luck and was able to
avoid the inclement weather, the ingredients were there
for exceptional wines to be made. It will therefore be a
vintage to pay close attention to individual appellations
and expect there to be a wide spread in estate
performance. Finally, it must be said that it is often in
these vintages where the most special wines are made -
those that are a true combination of good fortune and
Bordelais skill. 

16



17



Margaux

Margaux is the second largest of the Médoc
AOCs, with soil types varying widely across
the appellation. Despite having a diverse
spread of soil, the wines of Margaux are
uniformly known for their delicate textures
and floral characteristics. This may well owe to
the appellations consistently higher average
temperatures, or perhaps a developed desire
from vignerons to meet this image. 

One thing is for certain, the wines of Margaux
are a refreshing change from the powerful
themes elsewhere. The wines are
predominantly a blend of Cabernet and
Merlot with other classic varieties growing in
popularity. Margaux wines simply have to be
sampled. They offer a different perspective on
the region as a whole and the delicate style is
very of the moment. 
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Margaux
Throughout 2020, Margaux has been the appellation
most accurately displaying the average. This is not in
reference to the quality produced, but rather its
position in the centre of the climate deviations. It
did not experience the extremes of weather and as
such is a great barometer for the vintage. 

 
The appellation, like many, had estates that
appeared to be on the edge of suffering from water
stress towards the end of August. Thankfully,
Margaux saw some quenching rains at the end of the
month. 

A further benefit was a wide diurnal range during
veraison, excellent for improving the sugars and
acids within. What this means is a very high quality
of grape but a likely lowered level of total
production.  

As a result, we should be looking at both the quality
produced in Margaux from the 2018 vintage and the
prices of these wines.

"2020 vintage showed a very unique
behaviour, with extensive water stress.

Late rains and non-extreme
temperatures should have avoided

unbalanced grapes." 
 

- Saturnalia
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Graphs display the Saturnalia Variation Index (SVI) -  a graphical display of the
cumulative data relating to weather and vineyard performance.



CHÂTEAU RAUZAN-SÉGLA

Rauzan-Ségla has long been a darling of the rich and famous. In 1787 Thomas Jefferson,

a true connoisseur described the estate as “at the very top of the second growths”.

Later, its allure attracted the purchase by the Wertheimer brothers, owners of the Chanel

group. A jewel in their luxury array of brands and businesses.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

92.58 94.35

Brand Power Rank

65th

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

90.2 95.4 96.9 94.1 97.3 96.3 94.5

Production Volume 8,000

Average Price Range £247 - £473

2019 Price Point per 6 £342

2019 Critic Score n/a

Typical Tasting Notes
Deep purple/black in colour,
notes of warm plums, crème de
cassis, black forest cake, candied
violets. mocha, Indian spice and
earth over crushed rocks. Full
bodied, layered and fresh, f inely
grained frame. seamless finish.

CHÂTEAU MARGAUX

Historical records describe the property of "La Mothe Du Margaux" as being reserved for

royalty as early as the 12th Century. The only Bordeaux wine to bear the name of its own

appellation, this vineyard is more or less unchanged since its conception in 1700. 

 Château Margaux is nearly always one of the very best performers during en primeur,

and this year should be no different - renowned for its sheer class, perfumed elegance

and finesse.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

95.39 96.1

Brand Power Rank

8th

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

90.9 98.4 97.7 95.2 96.1 97.3 95.7

Production Volume 11,000

Average Price Range £1,850 - £4,950

2019 Price Point per 6 £2,100

2019 Critic Score 98-100

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, plum,
blackberries, warm cassis, very
floral, red rose, anise, black
truffle, crushed rocks. Medium
bodied, energetic, fantastically
ripe, delivate, poised.

Despite the lower Saturnalia score, this wine has the climatic basis to score well. In 2017 the estate scored 98-points despite a
tough vintage. If we see a score in this region, Margaux will remain a strong investment. Prices to look for are below £2,000.

Profile Summary

Rauzan is a fantastic wine that straddles value and investment. This year's vintage conditions look set to create a wine
comparable to that of ‘17. A strong vintage registering a 95-points score. If this year's iteration scores 94/95-points and is priced
toward the bottom end of the price band, it would constitute a great buy.

Profile Summary
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Production Volume 11,500

CHÂTEAU PALMER

Average Price Range £935 - £1,350

2019 Price Point per 6 £999

2019 Critic Score n/a

Typical Tasting Notes

Very deep purple black in
colour, fragrant violets, mossy
bark, iron ore with creme de
cassis, black forest cake, hoisin,
Christmas spice. Full bodied,
concentrated, powerful, mineral
accents.

Dressed in its unmistakable black and gold, Château Palmer has become one of the most

popular and collectable wines of Bordeaux, loved for its consistency and hallmark Margaux

fragrance. Now fully biodynamic, Château Palmer has long been seen as a wine of first-growth

quality. 

Production Volume 12,500

CHÂTEAU PRIEURÉ-LICHINE

Average Price Range £140 - £175

2019 Price Point per 6 £150

2019 Critic Score 91-93

Typical Tasting Notes
Deep garnet purple, warm black
plums, blackcurrant cordial, r ipe
blueberries, hints of camphor
and violets. Medium to full
bodied, palate is juicy black fruit
and layered, long perfumed
finish.

Prieuré-Lichine derives their fruit from various parcels spread through the Margaux region.

The original owner, Alexis Lichine, had to fight to recapture land lost from the estate in years

gone by. This ultimately sees Prieuré-Lichine produce a wine that embodies so much of

Margaux, offering a true insight to the entire appellation each year.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

94.07 95.6

Brand Power Rank

43rd

Palmer consistently produces wines in the high 90s. As such, anything below 94 should be avoided. However, we should expect
to see a wine in the region of 97-points and priced a good spread below £1,000. Palmer is a strong buy if the critic score and
price combine well. Palmer was a little expensive last year so worth being attentive on this point. 

Profile Summary

For those looking for a 90-point wine with the capacity to age 10 years comfortably, this is the one. A delicate wine with touches
of Burgundian style. This is one of our best value buys and a favourite of ours. Expect £150 a case and a critic score of 90.

Profile Summary
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Production Volume 7,000

ALTER EGO DE CHÂTEAU PALMER

Average Price Range £259 - £333

2019 Price Point per 6 £270

2019 Critic Score n/a

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, vivacious
raspberries, black cherries and
crushed blackcurrants. Menthol,
pencil lead and cardamom.
medium boded, energetic, long
and lovely finish.

Equally as exciting as Palmer comes the return of Alter Ego de Palmer. With a loyal following

in its own right, Alter Ego is one of the most eagerly watched 'second wines', loved for its

value and complexity. An excellent addition to any cellar for years to come. 

Second wines of the top estates always carry through the DNA of the Grand Vin. Treated in the same state of the art facilities,
these are excellent wines for those looking to sample the estate at a cut price. Alter Ego is always well priced for the quality in the
bottle. Expect a price somewhere around £300.

Profile Summary
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Production Volume 21,000

CHÂTEAU LASCOMBES

Average Price Range £260 - £287

2019 Price Point per 6 £288

2019 Critic Score 90-92

Typical Tasting Notes
Very deep garnet purple colour,
brazen scents of blackcurrant jel ly,
black forest cake, cedar chest,
pencil lead, crushed rocks.
Medium to full bodied, poised,
fresh, ripe and finely grained.
Lingering mineral f inish.

After suffering utter neglect in the mid-1900s, the Château received one of the most

complete rejuvenations of any: replanting an entire vineyard, rebuilding a winery and

employing Rolland and Reynaud, the two foremost wine minds of the time. Lascombes is a

near equal split of Cabernet and Merlot, creating an approachable blend that delicately

straddles the regions taste spectrum, typical of its Margaux appellation. 

Production Volume 25,000

CHÂTEAU KIRWAN

Average Price Range £167 - £225

2019 Price Point per 6 £167

2019 Critic Score 91-93

Typical Tasting Notes
Deep garnet purple colour,
scents of rose petals and morello
cherries, warm cassis and pencil
shavings, sage and lavender.
Medium bodied, elegant texture,
red berry core, f inishing on a
ferrous note.

Kirwan enjoys a number of hallmarks associated with the most prestigious estates in

Bordeaux. Visited by Jefferson, managed by Michel Rolland and the estate remains the same

size as it was in 1855. A unique characteristic is the percentage inclusion of both Petit Verdot

and Cabernet Franc and in the warmest years, this adds a truly special variation to the wine. 

This estate is classically Margaux and priced approachably. If this year's score edges over the 90-point threshold there is real
value to be found here. Match that with a £270 price tag and it is one to tuck away into the cellar.

Profile Summary

Any wine that scores in the low 90s with a price tag beneath £250 is always worth including in a cellar. The value for money here
is exceptional so we await the score with great anticipation. Kirwan's inclusion of Petit Verdot and Cab Franc is decidedly old
school and makes for a very interesting wine to own and enjoy. 

Profile Summary

Amazingly Brane-Cantenac used to be the most expensive wine in Bordeaux. With Baron

Brane, known as “the Napoleon of vineyards” once opting to sell what is now Château

Mouton to acquire the estate! In hindsight, potentially one of Bordeaux's worst business

decisions. 
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Production Volume 30,000

CHÂTEAU BRANE-CANTENAC

Average Price Range £197 - £290

2019 Price Point per 6 £249

2019 Critic Score 94-96

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple colour, black
cherry compote, blueberry coulis
and creme de cassis. Cigar box
and herbs with lavender. Full
bodied, mouth fi l l ing, rich texture,
perfumed finish

The phrase “cheap horsepower” comes to mind, a second growth wine under £300 is an incredible thing. With scores
comparable to wines 3-4 times the price, this is a great buy for the discerning customer. Expect 93/94-points and a price of
£230.

Profile Summary



Production Volume 25,000

CHÂTEAU GISCOURS

Average Price Range £215 - £240

2019 Price Point per 6 £211

2019 Critic Score 94-96

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, plum, baked
blackcurrants, tar. Medium to full-
bodied, big black fruit f lavours,
chewy texture, fresh, long and
savoury.

This Château, loved by many for its delicate Margaux style, was the birthplace of many of the

industry-altering ideas of the unknown agriculturist Skwanski. The most impactful of these

ideas: the gravity-fed vinification process. The removal of pumps saw the wine treated with

more care than ever before, perfect for the Margaux style. 

Production Volume 8,500

PAVILLON ROUGE DU CHÂTEAU MARGAUX

Average Price Range £785 - £861

2019 Price Point per 6 £750

2019 Critic Score 91-93

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, notes of tar,  
l iquorice, cracked peppercorns,
over a core of morello cherries
and warm cassis. Earthy, medium
bodied, elegant palate,
impressive layered finish.

The brilliant Pavillon Rouge du Château Margaux - a second wine in name only. It is one of the

great performers year in, year out and embraces the power and richness of the grand vin with

heightened grace.

In the modern era, Giscours has battled adversity to recapture the elegant style of old. 2009 was the first year where critics
began to really sit up and take note of the 2015 vintage the real return to form. A great wine for the price point. Look for a 92-
point score and a price of £275.

Profile Summary

With prices of the Grand Vin ever-increasing, Pavillon offers drinkers a window into the mighty Château Margaux at a third of the
price. This year's vintage will need to score around the 92-point mark to warrant an expected price tag of £780. 

Profile Summary
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Paulliac is certainly one of the better-known
appellations thanks to its numerous big brand
residents. Many of the most famous names in
the region have their rows contributing to a
total of 1,199 hectares under vine with three
first growths amongst the number. Pauillac
wines are perhaps the most classic in Bordeaux
character, combining a regal feel with the
distinctive stiff austere style of old. Rich,
tannic and full-bodied, they are extremely
long-lived wines that owe this trait to the
dominant Cabernet Sauvignon. 

The appellations' warm soils allow this varietal
to flourish in the best years. Creating blue and
black-fruited wines that pair well with hearty
meals of stews, roast dinners and game dishes.
Paulliac contains the highest density of top
classified estates for a reason, a great place to
sample the best. 

Pauillac
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The climate that befell the appellation of
Paulliac in 2020 was in fact rather fortunate.
This is simply because of the area's bias toward
the varietal of Cabernet Sauvignon. A deep
rooting varietal that can flourish in extremely
dry and hot conditions, hence its abundance in
regions such as Napa and Chile. As we know,
this vintage did not provide this climate
throughout its entirety. However, Paulliac did
endure some of the hottest temperatures and in
June the extremities of the drought. 

The middle of the summer saw fleeting
temperature highs comparable to that of the
very warm 2018 vintage. In later stages, the
vineyards will have enjoyed higher than average
diurnal ranges thanks to their proximity to the
River Garonne. As a result, the region is likely
to display that common characteristic of this
vintage, a high quality of fruit but in lowered
volumes.

Pauillac

"2020 vintage was unique, with
moderate water stress. Non-extreme
temperatures and rains in September

helped in keeping the balance." 
 

- Saturnalia
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cumulative data relating to weather and vineyard performance.



Production Volume 20,000

CHÂTEAU LAFITE ROTHSCHILD

The wines of the Lafite Rothschild stable require little by way of introduction. Quite

simply, they have shaped the global wine market as it is today. Those fortunate enough

to count it in their holdings are proud owners, either with an eye on future re-sale or

they eagerly await the time when they can try one of the best wines in the world. 

Average Price Range £2,425 - £3,650

2019 Price Point per 6 £2,556

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes
Deep garnet purple in colour 
 black cherries,  blackberries
and creme de cassis. Hints of
mocha, l iquorice and smoked
meat, an element of eucalyptus,  
forward expression, low acid,
big finish. 

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

95.36 95.30

Brand Power Rank

8th

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

90.4 94.0 98.1 94.6 94.1 96.8 94.1

This is a potentially very interesting wine for investment with the climate appearing similar to both ‘15 and ‘18. These vintages
produced wines in the high 90s and we may see this again in 2020. If the wine fails to score above 95 it is to be avoided unless
heavily discounted. The target price would be beneath £3,000. 

Profile Summary

CARRUADES DE LAFITE

Lafite's second wine undoubtedly shares characteristics with the great Grand Vin but a

higher percentage of Merlot and certain plots designated to its production, Carruades is

its own personality. Located on the hilltop close to Mouton Rothschild, Carruades has

become a collectable wine not just by association but in its own right.

Production Volume 20,000

Average Price Range £1,261 - £1,350

2019 Price Point per 6 £948

2019 Critic Score 91-93

Typical Tasting Notes

Medium to deep garnet purple.
Wild blueberries, r ipe plums
and redcurrant jel ly with hints
of cinnamon stick, cumin and
violets. Medium bodied, rich
and nicely rounded tannins.
Lingering finish.

Editor's notes

He subsequently set about acquiring land and vines, part of which was later separated off into the smaller Grand Puy Lacoste.The second wine of the mighty Lafite is always popular in the Eastern markets and for good reason. It is a steady performer that
does well to imitate many of the Grand Vin's characteristics. The result is a “mini” first growth at a quarter of the price. Release
prices are becoming more realistic in recent years, so be on the lookout for something below £1,000. 

Profile Summary
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CHÂTEAU MOUTON ROTHSCHILD

Production Volume 20,000

In 1973, Mouton became the only Bordeaux property ever to be added to the First

Growth category. The result of decades of effort from Baron Rothschild to have his wine

recognised for its outright quality. This ethos has been upheld as part of the estates

DNA. Today this is the first growth always pushing the upper boundaries of quality. 

Average Price Range £1,875 - £2,758

2019 Price Point per 6 £1,794

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes

Opaque purple black coloured,
scents of creme de cassis,
blueberry raspberries, fragrant
li lacs, sandalwood and jasmine
tea. Fine grained tannins, mineral
notions, big length, energetic

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

95.00 96.50

Brand Power Rank

14th

An estate of this calibre should be turning in a critic score of 96+ or higher. Anything lower and price becomes a real
consideration to find investment value. Prices beneath £2,200 are interesting at any critic score. Prices above £2,400 should
only be considered with top scores. Regardless of the details this wine will be absorbed by the market.

Profile Summary

CHÂTEAU PICHON BARON

Pichon Baron, like many estates in Bordeaux, endured a tumultuous financial history,

steadily impacting the quality of the wine. However hefty investment found its way to

their corner of Pauillac and what followed was a fantastic resurgence. The estate is now

adored for its masculine and classic Bordeaux style by a fierce fanbase. 

Production Volume 12,500

Average Price Range £440 - £617

2019 Price Point per 6 £594

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes

Very deep purple black, big
nose, freshly crushed black
fruit, perfume of earth, clove,
l i lacs, crushed rock. Medium
bodied, layered, finely grained,
classic.

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

90.1 93.2 96.6 93.3 96.0 95.9 93.6

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

93.76 94.7

Brand Power Rank

77th

A Pichon Baron scoring 96+ would be very exciting. The climate looks to have set this up as a possibility, and with the estate on
the rise, it could be a very astute buy. Prices below £600 should be of interest, and if they are low £500s then move fast. After a
great performance last year, we hope to see similar quality and price again this campaign.

Profile Summary
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Production Volume 20,000

CHÂTEAU PONTET-CANET

Fifth Growth Château Pontet-Canet has been a rising stock in the Bordeaux market for

the past two decades. Following a conversion to biodynamic farming methods and a

perfect 100-point score from The Wine Advocate in 2010, Pontet-Canet has become

somewhat of a poster child for Bordeaux lovers. A brilliant value producer and perennial

over-achiever.

Average Price Range £310 - £520

2019 Price Point per 6 £360

2019 Critic Score 95-97

Typical Tasting Notes
Very deep purple and black
coloured, l i lacs dark choclate
and morello cherries. Core of
creme cassis, plum reserves
locrice and woodsmoke. Full
bodied, irch and pulent. Long
mineral f inish. 

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

93.78 94.95

Brand Power Rank

74th

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

90.1 93.2 96.6 93.3 96.0 95.9 93.6

This year’s weather at Pontet-Canet has set the estate up to create a wine on par with that of ‘15 and ‘17, an exciting prospect.
We should expect a critic score of 95-97 and a release price of near £450. Any prices above £500 should be avoided for
investment unless accompanied by a 97+ critic score. 

Profile Summary

CHÂTEAU PICHON LALANDE

Production Volume 15,000

Whether by design or by organic means, a decidedly sensuous house style has been

developed at Pichon Lalande. It is completely at odds with its parent vineyard, Pichon

Baron. One thing is for sure, it is always an exquisite example of the regions varietals. 

Average Price Range £475 - £867

2019 Price Point per 6 £666

2019 Critic Score 98-100

Typical Tasting Notes
Deep purple black in colour, 
 plums, creme de cassis, black
forest cake, candied violets.
Mocha, Indian spice and earth
over crushed rocks. Full
bodied, layered and fresh,
finely grained frame. Seamless
finish.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

93.55 94.75

Brand Power Rank

79th

Pichon Lalande is on a run of fantastic form, and we expect that to continue with the 2020 vintage. A score of 96/97 is well
worth a buy, if below £550. A score of 98+ is worth buying at almost any price the estate release dictates. It is an estate of the
moment and a superb wine to include in the collection. Be warned, allocations disappear within hours, so move fast. 

Profile Summary
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LE PETIT MOUTON DE MOUTON ROTHSCHILD

Production Volume 20,000

Petit Mouton is the well-known second wine of the mighty first growth. However, it has

long since proven that this is a high-quality wine in its own right. This has become a

superb way for customers to sample the estates quality without the eye-watering price.

Average Price Range £1,029 - £1,120

2019 Price Point per 6 £882

2019 Critic Score 93-95

Typical Tasting Notes

Medium to deep garnet purple,
baked black cherries, plum
preserves, blackcurrant cordial,
violets, l iquorice, Provence
herbs, medium boded, grainy
texture, fresh and long.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

95.00 96.50

Brand Power Rank

14th

CHÂTEAU LYNCH-BAGES

Production Volume 22,500

Since Château Lynch-Bages came under the stewardship of Jean-Michel Cazes, it has

risen to be one of the most popular brands in the world. Cazes brought a renewed focus

on quality and procedure, pouring enthusiasm into this historic estate to great reward.

Average Price Range £390 - £536

2019 Price Point per 6 £395

2019 Critic Score 95-97

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, scents of
blackcurrant pasti l les, black
cherries, l i lacs and forest f loor.
Medium bodied, ripe, black
fruit, grainy tannins, bold
freshness, long and earthy.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

92.00 92.95

Brand Power Rank

73rd

Lynch Bages is a wine whose investment appeal hinges on the critic score. A score beneath 95 only becomes interesting with a
particularly low price (sub £400). If this estate turns in a 97+ score then move fast as this is always a super popular wine at E.P.

Profile Summary

In recent years, these wines have lost their investment shine. Pumped by the Asian market's desire for the brand, release prices of
late have been too high to warrant speculation. However, if prices dip below £1,000 this could be the year to reconsider this
excellent wine. 

Profile Summary

CHÂTEAU DUHART-MILON

Duhart-Milon has enjoyed a full rebirth since it was purchased in 1962 by the Rothschild

family. This once brilliant estate endured a remarkable fall from grace in the late 19th and

20th Century and required a major effort in construction, drainage and replanting. The

wines are now consistent, highly sought after and have never burned brighter.

Production Volume 22,000

Average Price Range £265 - £300

2019 Price Point per 6 £312

2019 Critic Score 93-95

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep purple, notes of plums, 
 raspberries and blackcurrant,
pencil lead and a touch of
woodsmoke. Medium bodied,
good long finish

Editor's notes

He subsequently set about acquiring land and vines, part of which was later separated off into the smaller Grand Puy Lacoste.As part of the Rothschild stable, standards are always high. The wine benefits from state-of-the-art processing and treatment are
evident in the taste. The critics agree with mid 90’s the standard for Duhart. Look for a high scorer below £300. 

Profile Summary

31



32



CHÂTEAU GRAND-PUY-LACOSTE

The smaller Grand-Puy-Lacoste went a slightly different path to Ducasse, ending up in

the hands of the wealthy Borie family who improved the facilities enormously seeing the

quality of the wines somewhat out strip the larger Ducasse. As such, the prices are

slightly higher but so are the scores. 

Production Volume 11,000

Average Price Range £215 - £310

2019 Price Point per 6 £270

2019 Critic Score 95-97

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple coloured,
scented warm blackcurrants,
black cherries, spice box,
florals, chocolate box with a
menthol hint. Full bodied, rich,
generous long finish.

Editor's notes

He subsequently set about acquiring land and vines, part of which was later separated off into the smaller Grand Puy Lacoste.One of our drinking favourites, this estate has a real habit of producing wines that compete with those 5 times the price. Last
year's 95-97-points at a price of £270 were simply outstanding. A delicious wine that offers owners a price to points ratio
unrivalled in Bordeaux. Look for 93-94-points and a price of £250.

Profile Summary

CHÂTEAU GRAND-PUY-DUCASSE

Grand-Puy-Ducasse is one of the few estates whose Château does not sit on the same

site as the vines. Originally a modest residence by the river, it took some time in the

region before owner Arnaud was bitten by the wine bug and acquired his rows of vines.

Production Volume 10,000

Average Price Range £130 - £155

2019 Price Point per 6 £135

2019 Critic Score 92-94

Typical Tasting Notes

Very deep purple black colour,
baked black plums, warm
cassis, blackberry jam, menthol,
mocha and black olives.
Medium boded, firm strong,
grainy tannins, bold.

Editor's notes

He subsequently set about acquiring land and vines, part of which was later separated off into the smaller Grand Puy Lacoste.Despite the lack of investment into Grand-Puy-Ducasse, the estate marches steadily forward - always improving and doing its
best to keep up with technological advances. In 2012, an optical sorter was a real turning point, increasing the quality of the wine
enormously. Look for scores in the low 90s and with a price at £130 it could be an incredible deal. 

Profile Summary

CHÂTEAU BATAILLEY

Once a mighty estate, Château Batailley is another of Bordeaux’s stories of unequal

division through inheritance. Batailley has long since been a mainstay of the quality

drinking claret tier. Consistency is the name of the game, and year in year out the estate

produces a classic Bordeaux blend of delicious wines.

Production Volume 22,000

Average Price Range £174 - £238

2019 Price Point per 6 £168

2019 Critic Score 94-96

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, perfume of
candied violets, chocolate box,
star anise, a core of cassis. 
 Black cherries, espresso,
grainy tannins long finish, very
fragrant.

Editor's notes

He subsequently set about acquiring land and vines, part of which was later separated off into the smaller Grand Puy Lacoste.A mainstay of the mid-tier drinking claret, Batailley always delivers. The house style is classic and their ability to hit low to mid
90s each vintage is metronomic. Look for a well scoring wine at around £200 and be sure to buy a case for the collection. 

Profile Summary
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Haut-Batailley entered into the Casteja portfolio through marriage. While continuing to

make traditional Bordeaux blends, this family renovated the new Château and winery,

even painting the walls pink. The result, a total juxtaposition to what is in the bottle, an

austere classic produced in a modern vibrant setting. 

CHÂTEAU HAUT-BATAILLEY 

Production Volume 10,000

Average Price Range £167 - £240

2019 Price Point per 6 £210

2019 Critic Score 93-95

Typical Tasting Notes
Deep garnet purple colour,
blackcurrant cordial, blackberry
preserves, redcurrant jel ly,
dried mint, Sichuan pepper,
medium bodied, racy, f inely
grained, savoury and mineral
finish.

Editor's notes

He subsequently set about acquiring land and vines, part of which was later separated off into the smaller Grand Puy Lacoste.If you desire classic Bordeaux of old, this is the wine for you. Haut-Batailley uses modern technology to produce an austere
blend. Look for a low 90s score and a price of around £200. This is a great bargain and something different from the rest of the
appellation. 

Profile Summary
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The wines of Saint-Estèphe are known for
their rich, powerful and pure characteristics.
They are some of the more structured wines of
the region and, as such, designed to age. The
best wines from this most northern
appellation of the region offer an intensity
seldom found elsewhere in Bordeaux. 

The varietals of choice are Cabernet
Sauvignon and Merlot, with Cabernet Franc
and Petit Verdot playing a very minor role in
blends. The terroir is a rich mixture of rocks,
clay and limestone playing into the hands of
the heat-loving Cabernet Sauvignon. Like
many of the powerful wines of the region,
these typically pair well with roasted and
braised red meats. Saint-Estèphe is a fantastic
appellation for those looking to explore the
lesser-known brands of Bordeaux.

Saint-Estèphe
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This appellation perfectly encapsulates the
vintage’s dual personality. As is shown in the
map, the conditions and subsequent reactions
of the vineyards within Saint-Estèphe varied
greatly. What we can see is a West to East split
in the vigour and stability of the vines. Those
vineyards in the East appear to have endured
the greater effects of the drought-like
conditions in June and August. The further
inland Western estates will have benefitted
from a more stable environment. The opposite
of this is true in the latter part of the season
where diurnal range is key. Those Eastern
vineyards will have benefited more acutely
thanks to their proximity to the river. 

The resulting production in Saint-Estèphe is
going to differ depending on an estate's
geography. The overriding reading is a likeness
to the 2018 vintage, but it is going to be key to
review the tasting notes closely. There will
almost certainly be winners and losers from this
appellation.

Saint-Estèphe

"2020 vintage for Saint-Estèphe was
not as different from 2018 in terms of

total stress."
 

- Saturnalia
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CHÂTEAU COS D'ESTOURNEL

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

91.4 94.3 99.6 94.9 96.1 97.1 94.9

CHÂTEAU MONTROSE

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

92.0 94.6 98.9 94.6 95.6 96.5 94.4

Production Volume 20,000

It is hard to think of a Château that has seen standards rise as quickly as have been seen

at 'Cos' in recent decades. Under the stewardship of Michel Reybier, a detailed, no-

expense-spared approach has allowed 'Cos' to string together a succession of top-

scoring vintages and rocket to the top tier of Bordeaux winemaking.

Average Price Range £500 - £806

2019 Price Point per 6 £684

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes
Medium to deep purple garnet,
black fruited core, raspberries,
black forest cake, red roses and
wild sage, hints of chocolate
box and woodsmoke. Medium
to full boded, incredible length
and depth.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

94.81 95.85

Brand Power Rank

22nd

Production Volume 19,000

Once part of the vast Calon-Ségur estate, Montrose was eventually separated by a

family who noticed its elevated quality and wished to focus on the smaller plot. This

search for control and improvement saw Montrose later become one of the first estates

to bottle their own wine on-site.

Average Price Range £445 - £725

2019 Price Point per 6 £600

2019 Critic Score n/a

Typical Tasting Notes

Very deep purple black colour,
tantalising notes of creme de
cassis, black forest cake,
incense, ferti le loam, l iquorice.
Big and rich, f irm, very ripe
tannins, exotic spice finish.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

94.28 95.65

Brand Power Rank

46th

This estate has been on a fine run but can sometimes suffer in a less than perfect climate. So keep your eyes on the critic score. A
score beneath 96 may require a very low price indeed. Prices beneath £600 make this an interesting wine to investors and
drinkers alike. 

Profile Summary

Since going biodynamic, wet years can be an issue from disease pressure. Expect lower production volumes and maybe even a
score in the low 90s. Montrose was expensive last year. Hopefully, the estate has learnt its lesson. Prices beneath £550 are of
real interest.

Profile Summary
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Editor's notes

To call it a 'second wine' would be to do Pagodes a great disservice. Heralding from

younger, declassified 'Cos' vines, this is a youthful estate channelling the ambitious DNA

of the grand vin. A real wine to watch! 

LES PAGODES DE COS

Production Volume 8,000

Average Price Range £160 - £200

2019 Price Point per 6 £186

2019 Critic Score 92-94

Typical Tasting Notes
Medium to deep purple in
colour, notions of wild
blueberries, redcurrant jel ly,
profound warm cassis core,
l iquorice and cinnamon stick.
Medium to full bodied, fine
grained tannins, fresh.

CHÂTEAU CALON-SÉGUR

Production Volume 12,000

Calon-Ségur is a contender for the oldest property in Saint-Estèphe, dating back to 1147.

A recent painstaking and total rejuvenation has resulted in Calon-Ségur becoming the

wine of the moment. A case of Calon-Ségur has been as hard to find at E.P. This wave of

momentum has rippled forward and this estate remains as sought after as any.

Average Price Range £370 - £541

2019 Price Point per 6 £389

2019 Critic Score 95-97

Typical Tasting Notes

Very deep purple black colour,
classic notes of cassis,
blackberry, pencil shaving.
Cloves, l i lac and cinnamon on
the nose. Medium to full
bodied, muscular, menthol
hints on long finish.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

92.39 93.45

Brand Power Rank

65th

Editor's notes

Once part of the mighty Ségur empire, Phélan is now a Cru Bourgeois that potentially

has some of the best terroirs in the tier. There are few wines that can be purchased for

less than £200 per case that score into the 90’s as consistently as Phélan-Ségur has in

recent years. A superb wine for the discerning customer in the know. 

CHÂTEAU PHÉLAN-SÉGUR

Production Volume 12,000

Average Price Range £132 - £175

2019 Price Point per 6 £162

2019 Critic Score 93-95

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple coloured,
blackcurrant pasti l les, baked
plums and hints of chargril led
meats, lavender. Medium to full
bodied, layered black fruits,
seamless freshness, bags of
energy.

The darling of the last 5 years of E.P. It has been as hard to secure a case of Calon as Le Pin or Pétrus. The value for the quality of
the wine is fantastically skewed. If you get the chance, buy this wine at almost any price, the secondary market will be there.

Profile Summary

A wine that is often passed over by buyers at E.P, but they do so in error. With prices around £150 a consistent critic score of
92/93 it is hard to find faults in this wine. The estate's position between Calon-Ségur and Montrose suggests a base terrior far
exceeding the modest price point. As such, this is one of our top value picks of the campaign.

Profile Summary

The critic score and price band here speak volumes. Pagodes is comparable to the very best wines in the region. While most first
growths have second wines priced near £1,000, this is below £200. These wines are marvellous and, as time passes, we expect
release prices to steadily rise, so enjoy them while you can. 

Profile Summary
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CHÂTEAU ORMES DE PEZ

Owned by the Cazes family who also own the famous Lynch Bages estate, Ormes de

Pez is often mistaken as the second wine of the Pauillac estate. The estate has since

moved this wine from a Cabernet blend to incorporate greater levels of Merlot. The aim:

a softening of the wine which has been well received. For those that are lucky enough to

try the wine, it becomes clear a true distinction between Lynch and Ormes is present. 

Production Volume 15,000

Average Price Range £97 - £113

2019 Price Point per 6 £105

2019 Critic Score 92-94

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, black
raspberries, fresh blackcurrants,
dark chocolate, pencil lead and
rose oil .  Medium boded, fine
grained tannins, long and
perfumed.

The stylistic change in the blend will mean that, on average, this estate performs slightly better in those vintages where heat
could be an issue. That would suggest a score in the low 90s in inevitable here and with a price at around £100, Ormes de Pez
may well be the bargain of the campaign. 

Profile Summary
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This is the smallest of the appellations in Bordeaux
with the average annual production constituting
5% of that of Paulliac. However, in terms of
quality, Saint-Julien has the highest ratio of
classified estates to hectares under vine, with 95%
of the farmed land classified. The character of the
wines here vary greatly, from imitating the power
of Paulliac to showing the refinement typically
found in Margaux. 

The various estates have a broad array of
approaches, some utilising the newest technologies
and others sticking to the very traditional. This
fundamental variation throughout the appellation
extrapolates from the very diverse soil
composition. As a result, these wines pair well
with the heartiest of meals, but some have the
refinement to work well with white meats equally
well. This is an excellent location to sample a
spectrum of styles. 

Saint-Julien
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Saint-Julien is the other appellation that
appears to have been extremely fortunate this
year, benefitting from the best of the vintage
weather and avoiding the worst. 

What has ensured the appellation's positive
climate is the lack of extremes and the
Cabernet Sauvignon varietal bias. The peaks of
the summer heat and water scarcity in June and
August did not cause the vines to register
extreme peaks in vine health. While higher than
average, diurnal variation and accumulated heat
later in the season will have created an elevated
level of stability for the produce. Saint-Julien
was lucky to avoid the bulk of the late-season
rains and as a result, enjoyed a warmer veraison
period. While total production volumes are
likely to be slightly down, the fruit quality is
going to be very high making this a key
appellation to be aware of.

Saint-Julien

"2020 for Saint-Julien should be very
positive. Late rains prevented a too

sever water stress and should not have
compromised balance."

 
- Saturnalia
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CHÂTEAU DUCRU-BEAUCAILLOU

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

91.4 94.4 97.0 93.7 96.1 97.0 95.7

CHÂTEAU LÉOVILLE-LAS CASES

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

91.7 96.4 97.8 94.3 96.4 97.4 96.0

Production Volume 10,000

“Beautiful Stones”, the very name of the estate propels their unique terrior to the fore.

One of Bordeaux's oldest estates, Ducru-Beaucaillou is famous for its vineyards littered

with large boulders. Retaining the sun's heat and aiding this wine achieves a ripe quality

even in a less than perfect vintage. 

Average Price Range £575 - £753

2019 Price Point per 6 £720

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes
Opaque purple black colour,
bombastic notes of creme de
cassis, plus preserves, hints of
violets, dark chocolate, mossy
bark, medium to full bodied,
layers of mineral, r ipe tannins,
electirc frshness.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

94.07 95.45

Brand Power Rank

53rd

Production Volume 18,000

As an estate once owned by a Royal family, it is befitting that LLC is credited for its

instrumental role in helping sculpt the Bordeaux wines of today. Introducing the creation

of a true second wine, pushing the boundaries of vineyard management and they were

even the first to age wine in oak barrels cleaned with sulphur. Some truly titanic steps! 

Average Price Range £570 - £1155

2019 Price Point per 6 £873

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes
Opaque purple black, unfurl ing
nose of vibrant black fruit,
f loral and earthy nuances,
lavender, violets, black truffle.
Medium to full bodied, epic
persistence, finely grained
tannins.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

95.15 95.95

Brand Power Rank

53rd

This estates terrior allows them to maintain such a high average score, even in slightly inclement weather. The heat that radiates
from the famous stones is so crucial. As such expect a score no less than 95 and perhaps as high as 98. Prices comparable to last
year are to be expected. Anything beneath £680 is very exciting!

Profile Summary

Potentially the star of last years vintage, LLC has a lot of expectation mounting in the market. With scores no lower than 98+ in
the past 5 years, this is a popular estate. Wines scoring 96+ are of interest here. Target pricing would be £820, but move fast as
allocations are small. 

Profile Summary
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CHÂTEAU LÉOVILLE-POYFERRÉ

Production Volume 20,000

Léoville-Poyferré is also an estate where many of today's standard vineyard practices

were once employed for the very first time. Perhaps most significantly, the alteration to

varietals producing smaller fruit. This change in size naturally increases the concentration

of the wine and subsequent flavour and is perhaps why this is an estate known for its

concentration and purity of fruit. 

Average Price Range £292 - £362

2019 Price Point per 6 £308

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple colour,
chocolate covered cherries,
blueberry pie, espresso, spice
cake. Medium to full bodied,
approachable texture, exotic
spice layers.

Editor's notes

Talbot has long been a favoured Claret for enthusiasts in the UK. Perhaps because the

estate was named after an English war hero. Or more likely its innate ability to appease

impatience due to an approachability in youth. This is an estate on the move and with

deep pockets, one to watch.

CHÂTEAU TALBOT

Production Volume 25,000

Average Price Range £201 - £243

2019 Price Point per 6 £210

2019 Critic Score 93-95

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, ripe
blackcurrants, blackberries
pencil shavings, cardamom,
incense, medium boded, palate
is refreshing and balanced.
approachable tannins.

Editor's notes

Langoa-Barton is adored for its regional pride. The Bartons insist on maintaining the

traditional vinification methodology and as such these wines have a distinct style that

has carved out a loyal following who wouldn't trade their Barton wines for Petrus!

CHÂTEAU LANGOA-BARTON

Production Volume 25,000

Average Price Range £201 - £243

2019 Price Point per 6 £210

2019 Critic Score 93-95

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, singing of
black forest cake, raspberry
preserve, chocolate mint,
forest f loor, intense, ripe and
grainy tannins, l ively finish. 

This classic Bordeaux blend is a wine on the charge. With multiple scores in the high 90s over the past 5 years, the team in the
winery are undoubtedly getting the most from their vintages. It would come as no surprise if their prices started to creep ever
higher to reflect this step up in quality. Expect mid 90’s and £310 at release.

Profile Summary

This estate has taken up the Bordeaux visionary mantal in an effort to elevate their wines. Incorporating brand new technologies
such as Genodics, the use of sounds blasted through the vineyard to improve protein development and remove detrimental
parasites. While to many these practices may appear bizarre the estate is yielding results. Talbot now consistently score low 90s
year in year out, not just in the very best years.

Profile Summary

Do not be fooled by the low price, this wine will fly at release time. Consistently one of the most requested wines, Langoa is a fan
favourite. A marriage of history, quality and price make this wine that sits at the top of the wishlist for many. We can expect low
90s and a price of £205.

Profile Summary
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CHÂTEAU LÉOVILLE-BARTON

Editor's notes

Production Volume 20,000

The quality, heritage and pedigree of Léoville-Barton has been evident for decades. The

Barton family are as much a part of the region's landscape as the vines themselves.

Léoville-Barton has remained one of the most popular wines in the market thanks to a

consistency of quality and a steadfast pricing structure rewarding their loyal customers.

Average Price Range £260 - £460

2019 Price Point per 6 £324

2019 Critic Score 94-96

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, exuberent
notes of black fruits, crushed
currants, cedar chest, pencil
lead, crushed rocks, red roses,
ripe, posied, f inishing fresh.

Gruaud-Larose is largely unchanged since its inception in 1781, boasting one of the

largest blocks of vines in the region. The heat-loving Cabernet Sauvignon is happy on

these gravelly soils and, as a result, the wines are known for their structure and power.

CHÂTEAU GRUAUD-LAROSE

Production Volume 4,000

Average Price Range £273 - £298

2019 Price Point per 6 £325

2019 Critic Score n/a

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, bold black
cherries, plum preserves, hints
of menthol, l i lacs, l iquorice,
medium to full bodied, ripe,
dense, mucular.

In the best years, this is a giant slayer of a wine, capable of quality matching the very best. The management maintains its core
following through modest pricing and that is why we adore Leoville-Barton. We will expect roughly 92/94-points and a superb
price point of around £300.

Profile Summary

This estate embodies the power that many associate with the biggest wines of the region but at a fraction of the price. This is a
wine with huge structure and ageing potential thanks to the overriding backbone of Cabernet Sauvignon. It is an unusual
occurrence to have a wine of such power at this price point. For those looking to lay a wine down, this is a perfect pick.

Profile Summary
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This appellation is known for its unique gravelly
soils which, in conjunction with a vast pine forest,
determine the overriding character of the wines
produced here. This sheltered microclimate has
helped the estates produce world-class red and
white wines, most notably from the Haut Brion
stable. Most are a typical split between Merlot and
Cabernet with Cabernet Franc favoured more so
than elsewhere in Bordeaux thanks to the soils. 

The wines from the Graves range in style but are
all full-bodied with a real ability for tertiary
characteristics to prevail if given adequate time to
age. Consequently, this creates a red wine perfect
for partnering with a lamb or mushroom dish. The
classified wines from Pessac - both red and white -
are a delight and certainly worth exploring. 

Pessac-Léognan
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The vineyards of Pessac-Léognan were those
most fortunate in a climatic sense. The
appellations' southern location enjoyed some
markedly different conditions. The estates here
still enjoyed the very dry and warm Summer.
However, the level of potential water stress was
far less, creating a more stable environment for
growth. The Châteaux were also fortunate to
avoid the worst of the storms and heavy rains
that arrived in the latter stages of the season. 

This added level of stability means a far more
normal and balanced production. The vines had
the capacity to maintain larger crops and will
have endured a lower level of disease pressure.
In fact, the Saturnalia Variation Index (SVI)
values are far closer to the values of the 2015
vintage rather than that of Paulliac and
Margaux’s, whose likeness was with 2018. As we
know, 2015 was a vintage containing some
excellent high points making this an appellation
to pay close attention to.

Pessac-Léognan

"Pessac-Léognan was less affected by
thunderstorms in late August so the
grapes are expected to be even more

balanced."
 

- Saturnalia
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CHÂTEAU HAUT-BRION

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

92.1 97.0 98.7 94.7 95.3 97.2 97.2

Production Volume 11,000

Haut-Brion represents the oldest continually working Château in the region, and its

ownership was at one time included as part of a dowry, constituting perhaps the world's

greatest gift. It is one of the original first growths, yet remains distinct, famed for its

incredibly tertiary character. A real honour in ownership of this first-growth remains. 

Average Price Range £1,645 - £2,355

2019 Price Point per 6 £1,770

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, dark
chocolate covered cherries,
blackberry, sandalwood, iron
ore, cumin seed, red roses,
redcurrant jel ly. Medium to full
bodied. 

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average
95.55 96.60

Brand Power Rank

14th

CHÂTEAU MISSION HAUT-BRION

Production Volume 6,500

With twelve 100-point scores from Robert Parker over the years, La Mission Haut-Brion

ranks as the most decorated estate in all of Bordeaux. Many believe if the vineyard

classification were ever to be refreshed this would be top of the list for an elevation. 

Average Price Range £745 - £1,600

2019 Price Point per 6 £1,128

2019 Critic Score 98-100

Typical Tasting Notes

Very deep purple black, violets,
black forest cake, wild
blueberries, kirsch, star anise,
cast iron pan, finely grained
tannins, freshness, great length,
mineral sparks.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average
95.22 96.15

Brand Power Rank
53rd

This mighty first growth should be capable of turning in a score in the high 90s. Expect 96-98 at the minimum. Pricing is likely to
sit at the 2019 level of £1,770. Any lower and we may have a good deal on our hands, but paramount to the strength of the pick
is the critic score. A marvellous wine to own in any year. 

Profile Summary

La Mission seems to always deliver a spectacular performance for the price. Expect a 95 score at the minimum and maybe even
as high as 98+. Prices beneath £1,100 could be very exciting for the potential investor. As a wine that always feels better than its
release price, we consider it a solid buy. 

Profile Summary

50



CHÂTEAU SMITH HAUT LAFITTE

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

90.0 94.9 96.8 93.5 92.2 96.6 94.7

Production Volume 8,000

The most recent owners, the Cathiard family have invested heavily, reduced yields,

increased density as well as the application of human care, especially at harvest.

Consequently, a steady and magnificent transformation has taken place and, in 2009,

Smith Haut Lafitte received their first 100-points. Since then, the estate has never looked

anything other than deserving of their place among the Bordeaux elite. 

Average Price Range £314 - £444

2019 Price Point per 6 £406

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple colour, 
 cassis, chocolate covered
cherries, hedonistic, medium to
full bodied, l i lacs, camphor,
densely packed black fruits,
f inishing long and mineral.

CHÂTEAU PAPE CLÉMENT

Production Volume 7,000

The name heralds, rather unsurprisingly, from Pope Clément whose keen interest in wine

saw him gifted the estate in the 1300s. In more recent years, Pape Clément is known as

a solid and reliable performer with the propensity for perfect 100-points in the very best

years. This is an intense wine with a real house style, definitely one that just has to be

experienced.

Average Price Range £300 - £360

2019 Price Point per 6 £362

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple in colour,
bold expressive notes of warm
cassis, black cherries, clove oil ,
medium to full bodied, rock
solid wine, ripe grainy tannins,
densely paced.

An estate that used to blow hot and cold on the scoring side of the business but has since found some consistency. As a fantastic
performer over the last 5 years, we hope for a score in the 96-point region. This, combined with a price beneath £400, an
excellent opportunity shall present itself. 

Profile Summary

It is very hard to find fault with this wine. The price point beneath £400 is quite impressive considering this wine scores on a par
with many of the first growths in the best years. There is a distinctive Péssac style here thanks to the terrior. Deep blue and black
colours in a powerful wine. We expect another solid performance from this historic estate.

Profile Summary
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CHÂTEAU HAUT-BAILLY

Production Volume 10,000

Haut-Bailly was recently bought by an American Banker, who spared no time in

applying a 'no expense spared' approach to drive his wines back up the rankings. The

wines of today are, in the very best vintages, absolutely supreme. While needing at least

10 years of ageing, they can be a cheap way to experience wines at the very top tier of

critical acclaim. 

Average Price Range £295 - £487

2019 Price Point per 6 £420

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple coloured,
blackcurrant cordial, black
raspberries, menthol, dark
chocolate, medium to full
bodied, layered, seamless, si lky
tanins.

These wines are certainly for those looking to the future. They require a good amount of time in the cellar to achieve their very
best, but they are certainly worth the wait. At around £350 these are an excellent way to sample wines with high 90s critic
scores. Owners patience is key but utterly worthwhile.

Profile Summary
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Despite being the larger of the two right bank
appellations, Saint-Émilion still has an average
estate size of only 7 hectares. The appellation has a
spread of soil types and, unusually for Bordeaux,
elevation. It is upon the plateau where the best
wines are found, benefitting from deep gravel and
iron-rich soils that create a decisively mineral
character within the wines. 

Like Pomérol, the core varietal is Merlot which
ripens extremely well in this location providing
soft, velvety-textured wines. The ultimate result is
a wine that pairs well with white and red meats, a
myriad of cheeses but does equally well drunk
alone. Saint-Émilion hosts a slew of estates that
achieve 100-points with ease in the best years.
However, the average price per point is a little bit
lower. So for those looking for a wine punching
well above its weight, this is an appellation for
you. 

Saint-Émilion
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Saint-Émilion had an unfortunate start to the
vintage, suffering from sporadic hailstorms in
April. The timing of this hail during such a
fragile stage of the life cycle will have reduced
the total size of the production. This was made
more frustrating considering that the weather
that followed was fantastically stable and very
conducive to high-quality grape growth.  

The AOC enjoyed a far more stable Saturnalia
Variation Index (SVI) reading, with the lower
value readings only contributing 30% to the
total. Those on the right-bank had an average of
closer to 65%. This shows a far less stressed vine
population with respect to water availability.
The appellation also boasts higher diurnal
variations than most, a very beneficial trait. In
fact, the range was very similar to that of 2019
from August to harvest. In summary, the
expected quality of wines from Saint-Émilion is
high, it will just be a case of assessing the
availability and moving quickly for the right
picks. 

Saint-Émilion

"Hailstorms in April and water stress
posed challenges for Saint-Émilion.
Overall, we expect a good quality."

 
- Saturnalia
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CHÂTEAU PAVIE

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

91.0 95.4 97.5 94.8 96.7 97.4 96.9

Production Volume 6,500

Pavie has undergone not one, but two total overhauls since the latest owners took over

two decades ago. Perhaps a necessity for one of the great names of the right-bank, but

certainly an expensive escapade. Needless to say, the result is an estate that competes

with the very best every year. Combining state of the art technology with superb terrior,

Pavie possesses a formidable mix of the two. 

Average Price Range £950 - £1,531

2019 Price Point per 6 £1,406

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes

Very deep garnet purple in
colour, earthy and black fruit
scents. Baked plums, black
cherries, black truffle, nuance
of allspice. Rock solid
structure, rounded tannins,
fresh, quaking with power.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average
95.21 96.10

Brand Power Rank

20th

CHÂTEAU CHEVAL BLANC

Production Volume 6,000

Despite a propensity for blowing a little hot and cold, this estate is well and truly

established as one of the very best of the right-bank and the world. This is reflected in

the absolute rarity and incredible prices applied across the vintages. Those lucky enough

to own the very best vintages stand the chance of enjoying either a sumptuous, special

wine or a big resale figure.

Average Price Range £1,700 - £2,919

2019 Price Point per 6 £2,250

2019 Critic Score n/a

Typical Tasting Notes
Deep purple black, open nose,
bold, ripe black cherries, cassis,
warm plums and raspberry
preserves. Fragrant spice, earth
notes, candied violets. Medium
to full bodied, plush structure,
firm, densely packed, complex
and very long finish.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average
95.10 96.45

Brand Power Rank
8th

This is an interesting wine to watch this year. Released far too expensive last year, the price will be key. Pavie undoubtedly will
achieve a score in the high 90s but this only becomes a good investment at the right price. Prices beneath £1,300 closer to
£1,200 are more reflective of the market and where this wine should be bought. 

Profile Summary

This estate in recent years has achieved the perfect 100 or a rather middling 94/95-points. With the slightly inclement moments
throughout the year, a perfect 100 seems tough to imagine. However, if any estate can achieve it this year, it's Cheval Blanc.
Prices around the £2,000 mark are reasonable for any score.

Profile Summary
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CHÂTEAU ANGELUS

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

90.7 96.7 96.4 93.5 96.1 97.0 96.4

Production Volume 10,000

Angelus can be credited as one of the first wines to break Asia, becoming very popular

in Eastern markets. Understandably so, as critic scores rival that of the first growths while

at a slightly more approachable price point. With the recent move to organic, the estate

is changing with the times and continuing to show why it is one of the great estates of

the right-bank.

Average Price Range £1,128 - £1,516

2019 Price Point per 6 £1,422

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes
Deep garnet purple coloured,
scents of morello cherries,
l i lacs, chocolate box, potpourri,
a core of black and blue fruits.
Medium to full bodied, delicate
and ethereal in weight, fresh
and fine tannins, long finish.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average
94.76 95.60

Brand Power Rank

33rd

CHÂTEAU AUSONE

Production Volume 2,000

Ausone is widely recognised as one of the greatest wines of the world. In fact, the

supreme quality of the terroir is one of the few things the Borderlais agree upon.

However, these wines are only for those with both the funds necessary to buy them and

the equally great patience necessary to wait for maturity. 

Average Price Range £1,962 - £3,600

2019 Price Point per 6 £2,520

2019 Critic Score n/a

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep purple black colour,
plums, blueberry coulis, molten
liquorice. Scents of lavender,
iron ore, crushed stones, Indian
spices. Full bodied, rich, tightly
knit and layered. Fine tannins,
bold and fresh. Epic length.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average
96.28 96.85

Brand Power Rank

30th

The simple fact that the Borderlais agree that Ausone has the best terrior in all of Bordeaux is quite simply all the endorsement
you need for the wine. As a result, we wait with bated breath for this release. Expect a score no lower than 96 and hope for a
price of £2,300. The combination of price and score is key here to the investment potential. A titanic wine that no one will regret
owning. 

Profile Summary

Angelus has enjoyed favourable conditions and we expect a wine scoring 96-98. The pricing of recent years has been a little
high which lowers the investment potential of the wines. This year this could be rectified with a release price of around £1,300. If
the estate reads the room and releases sensibly, this could be a great buy. 

Profile Summary
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CHÂTEAU CANON

Production Volume 6,000

Canon is the latest estate to enjoy the financial and technical boost of Chanel group

ownership. With the group now well-rehearsed in restoring a vineyard, every vintage is

met with real anticipation. Like Calon-Ségur, this is a wine of the moment!

Average Price Range £319 - £806

2019 Price Point per 6 £438

2019 Critic Score n/a

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep purple-black colour,
cinnamon stick, black cherries,
l iquorice, plum reserve, smoked
meats. Floral nose, candied
violets and red roses. Medium
to full bodied. Soft structure,
mouth coating, plush tannins,
fresh perfumed finish.

CHÂTEAU FIGEAC

Production Volume 10,000

Named after the original Roman owner, Figeacus, this is a truly ancient estate. In the

modern era, a total renovation and improvements to the staff have propelled this estate

from strength to strength.  Figeac now performs at a level befitting of its history and terrior. 

Average Price Range £520 - £942

2019 Price Point per 6 £756

2019 Critic Score 97-99

Typical Tasting Notes

Scents of mulberries, black
raspberries, black forest cake.
Plum preserves, red roses,
cinnamon toast, lavender.
Medium to full bodied, solid
back bone, grainy cabernet
tannins.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average

91.81 94.35

Brand Power Rank

63rd

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average
92.07 94.70

Brand Power Rank
72nd

CHÂTEAU TROPLONG MONDOT

Production Volume 10,000

The Vallet family were fortunate enough to entice winemaker Michel Rolland's touch and

assistance to the estate in the early 2000s. This helped to catapult this wine into the

limelight, registering back to back perfect 100-points with Parker in '09 and '10. While

their moment in the limelight was fleeting, this remains a superb pedigree estate.

Average Price Range £290 - £487

2019 Price Point per 6 £381

2019 Critic Score 95-97

Typical Tasting Notes

Opaque purple black colour, 
 f loral, candied violets, red roses
and lavender. Blue and black
fruits, t i l led soil , fungi, crushed
rocks. Fine grained, medium
bodied. f inishing long and
mineral. 

Much like Calon earlier in the catalogue, this estate is on a hot streak. Allocations of this tiny production are hard to find and for
good reason. The quality in the bottle outstrips the price by a brilliant amount. Buy this at any price if offered, a terrific wine.

Profile Summary

A forgotten estate that is back to its best. The management here have recognised the need to be competitive in pricing and, as
such, some real bargains can be found at Figeac. Expect a 97-point wine priced somewhere below £720.

Profile Summary

This is an estate with real pedigree. Guidance from the very best has helped this wine achieve perfect 100s on multiple
occasions. Despite having lost some momentum from a branding and marketing perspective in recent years, this remains a very
high-quality wine year in, year out. A great buy for those looking for outright quality over branding. 

Profile Summary
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CHÂTEAU VALANDRAUD

Production Volume 1,000

Valandraud is often credited with starting the “Garage wine” movement, with initial
production figures as low as 100 cases. Despite the lack of history and prestige,
Valandraud commands high 90s based on pure performance. It frequently knocks on
the door of the best in class and while it is a wine that few have tried, all serious wine
enthusiasts should have it on their to-do list. 

Average Price Range £460 - £704

2019 Price Point per 6 £565

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep purple black coloured, 
 black plums, warm blackberries,
nuances of lavender and
cinnamon stick. Full bodied,
 densely layered  black fruit,
velvety tannins, exotic finish.

LA MONDOTTE

Production Volume 850

The Château makes up part of the vast Von Niepperg stable of estates and has received
total restoration, cleaning the soils and a conversion to a biodynamic approach.
Consequently, La Mondotte was awarded Premier Grand Cru Classé status in 2014. This
overhaul is beginning to become evident in the wines which improve year on year. 

Average Price Range £649 - £1,025

2019 Price Point per 6 £677

2019 Critic Score 95-97

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple coloured,
scents of plum, blueberry,
sandalwood, black pepper,
crushed rocks, black truffle.
Medium to full bodied, poised,
sophistication, fresh, epic length.

This is a classic Saint-Émillion wine centred around a phenomenal floral nose and a classically velvety texture. This a perfect
example of how smaller production, right-bank wines are made with such precision and care. Harbouring such a differing set of
characteristics to those of the left-bank, expect high 90s and a reasonable price of under £600.

Profile Summary

An estate whose pricing is always inline with the quality of the wine. With La Mondotte, you will always know you are getting a
great deal. The biodynamics and thoughtful creation of these wines once more show a different side to Bordeaux wines. A 94-
point score would be a job well done. 

Profile Summary

CHÂTEAU CANON-LA-GAFFELIÈRE

Production Volume 7,500

Canon-la-Gafflière enjoyed similar recognition to La Mondotte as being organic and
sustainable. Both estates create beautiful wines typifying their place in the appellation.
The care and desire that raised both estates up is definitely evident in the bottle.

Average Price Range £298 - £395

2019 Price Point per 6 £308

2019 Critic Score 93-95

Typical Tasting Notes

Medium to deep garnet purple,  
perfume of l i lacs, morello
cherries, black raspberries,
jasmine. Black plums, dark
chocolate, iron ore, cumin.
Medium to full bodied, intense,
layered, firm  tannins, mineral
and spicy finish.

Of the two Von Niepperg wines, Canon-La-Gaffelière is arguably the one offering the most value for money. The lowered price
point does not stop the wine from obtaining near matching scores with La Mondotte. For those looking to save some money, this
is a valuable way to sample right-bank biodynamic farming. Look for a low 90s score and £300 per case.

Profile Summary
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Pomérol as an appellation has more in common
with those found in Burgundy than Bordeaux. At 3
by 4 kilometres and with 150 estates populating
the area, vineyards are minuscule in comparison to
those over the river. Despite being the only major
appellation that is not classified, the best of the
wines, Petrus and Le Pin, also command
astronomical prices similar to that of Burgundy.

Unlike Burgundy, however, the varieties of choice
here are Merlot and Cabernet Franc which love
the Pomérol plateau’s clay and gravel soils. Here,
Merlot ripens better than anywhere else in
Bordeaux, giving the wines their distinctive
characteristics of opulence and density.
Production volumes reflect the tiny vineyards
making the wines scarce from the outset. So, swift
and decisive action is key at release time.

Pomérol
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Pomérol had a tumultuous start to the vintage due
to hailstorms. While most top estates have measures
in place to try to combat these events, we will not
know the true toll it has taken until we see
availability.

When looking at the Saturnalia Variation Index
(SVI) registered by the AOC, 80% of the scores
were in the “medium” to “very low” brackets. This is
almost certainly because Pomérol has a lower
density of the drought-resistant Cabernet
Sauvignon and higher densities of Merlot. The
potential lack of water may have caused vegetale
stress on the vines. This will come down to the
proximity of the root to the residual water table to
determine those that will have managed and those
that will have suffered. However, unlike the AOC’s
of the left-bank, right-bank estates are far smaller.
Some will have enjoyed more favourable
microclimates. There will also have been a higher
level of capacity for human management. Some
estates will have beaten the odds and produced
good quality wines. However, it will once again be
important to choose wisely.

Pomérol

"Non-extreme temperatures and high
homogeneity encouraged the

development in Pomérol."
 

- Saturnalia
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Graphs display the Saturnalia Variation Index (SVI) -  a graphical display of the
cumulative data relating to weather and vineyard performance.



CHÂTEAU PÉTRUS

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

91.4 97.3 97.9 94.1 97.2 98.3 97.1

VIEUX CHÂTEAU CERTAN

Saturnalia Score Comparison
2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

92.0 97.0 98.8 94.1 96.0 97.1 97.3

Production Volume 2,500

What makes Pétrus truly unique is a terrior of 40 million-year-old blue clay. It is found
nowhere else in the region. Its effect is to create an extremely high tannin wine with
incredible softness, equating to a wine capable of ageing for decades with ease, while
remaining approachable in youth. It is a wine whose price embodies the uniqueness, the
prestige, the effort and labour of centuries of a wine that is rightly so, considered one of
the best in the world. 

Average Price Range £10,600 - £17,500

2019 Price Point per 6 £16,500

2019 Critic Score n/a

Typical Tasting Notes
Very deep purple black, f loral
notes of violets, roses and
lavender. Blueberry, star anise,
cigars, iron ore. Full bodied,
blue and black fruit, exotic
spice, amazing perfume, super
plush tannins, bold opulent
finish.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average
95.57 96.40

Brand Power Rank
8th

Production Volume 5,000

This is an estate of superb pedigree. Bolstering its exempliary geography is the
Theinpoint management and oversight. One of the greatest families of Bordeaux has set
about continually improving this estate over the last century. This championing by the
Thienpoints has seen the wine slowly slip through the gears to its modern, world beating
form.

Average Price Range £750 - £1,489

2019 Price Point per 6 £1,050

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes
Deep purple black in colour,
red roses, kirsch, black
raspberries, violets and star
anise. medium to full bodied,
layers of fruit, r ipe, f inely
grained, mineral enormous
finish.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average
93.25 96.34

Brand Power Rank
52nd

A mythical estate that seems to hold the capacity to produce greatness in any year. This year expect a middling score, 95-97-
points from the mighty Petrus. If you are lucky enough to be offered a case, pray for prices below £14,000. A phenomenal wine
to own in any year.

Profile Summary

In the last 5 years, this estate has quietly notched up a string of magnificent wines. Due to the low production levels, few have
the opportunity to enjoy this marvellous wine. Expect a score above 96 accompanied by a price of around £1,000. A brilliant
wine and one that could perform well in the coming years as its notoriety grows evermore. 

Profile Summary
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LE PIN

Production Volume 500

In its short history, Le Pin has grown from an experiment to one of the most sought after
wines in the world. A 2.7 hectare plot producing on average 500 cases ensures that
only the very wealthiest and well connected get to enjoy this spectacular wine. 

Average Price Range £10,300 - £15,582

2019 Price Point per 6 £15,474

2019 Critic Score n/a

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep purple colour, tar, ferti le
loam, truffles, baked black
cherries, stewed plums, black
pepper, muscular, rounded
tannins, seamless freshness,
very long savory finish.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average
94.73 95.20

Brand Power Rank
23rd

CHÂTEAU LAFLEUR

Production Volume 1,000

Lafleur’s unique character comes from its position on the Pomérol plateau, sitting on
mineral fault lines that see it enjoy three types of substrate. This geological fortune has
enabled prices to rise near that of Pétrus. Simply one of the special wines of Bordeaux. 

Average Price Range £2,225 - £5,900

2019 Price Point per 6 £5,250

2019 Critic Score n/a

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, energetic
iron ore, crushed rocks, earth,
blueberry compote, morello
cherries, violets, menthol. Full
bodied, powerful, opulent,
layered in perfume.

20 Year Critic Average 10 Year Critic Average
95.71 96.85

Brand Power Rank
4th

CHÂTEAU L'ÉGLISE-CLINET

Production Volume 1,250

L’Église-Clinet is a distinct estate thanks entirely to Cabernet Franc. A varietal that fell out
of favour and consequently was ripped up by many. L’Église-Clinet’s refusal to bow to
trends means the estate now enjoy the benefits of 70-year-old Cabernet Franc. This is
what imparts the aromatic complexity and truly sets this estate apart from the rest. 

Average Price Range £550 - £1,272

2019 Price Point per 6 £1,298

2019 Critic Score 97-99

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple colour,
violets, star anise, jasmine, core
of plum preserves, blackberry
pie, crushed rocks, iron ore.
Rounded tannins, seamless
freshness.

With less than 500 cases produced in a year, cases are as rare as they come. However, it is worth noting not all Le Pin makes for
great investments. The wide deviation in critic scores show that this is an estate that needs the blue skies. We expect a middling
score this year of 94-95 and a price to reflect that at £13,000. 

Profile Summary

Another microscopic production where allocations are hard-fought for. This estate holds the propensity to score 100-points in
any given year and as such could well be the wine of the vintage. However, expect a price to match, somewhere around the
£5,500 mark should they pull off a top-end score.

Profile Summary

The past 5 years have seen L’Église become an estate to be considered for investment. Marvellous scores combined with
reasonable entry prices is a great combination for the speculator. This year we hope for a 96+ score and a release price of around
£1,050. A great Cabernet Franc to add to your portfolio.

Profile Summary
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CHÂTEAU L'ÉVANGILE

Production Volume 2,500

L’Évangile sits right on the border of Saint-Émillion and Pomérol and this is reflected
within the style. It is known as an opulent and perfumed wine, although sometimes a
little hit and miss, a trait held by their close neighbours Cheval Blanc. Though it must be
said, in the best years this is a terrific wine for the price point and an excellent way to
sample Cabernet Franc. 

Average Price Range £487 - £1,008

2019 Price Point per 6 £876

2019 Critic Score 96-98

Typical Tasting Notes

Deep garnet purple, ripe black
cherries, mulberries, candied
violets, chocolate, medium to
full bodied, concentrated,
seductive layers, velvety texture,
finishing long.

For those looking to try Cabernet Franc at its very best, L’Évangile is perhaps one of the best places to do so. However, with such
a wet year it will be crucial to see how the disease sensitive Cabernet Franc fared. Look for scores of 95 and higher and prices at
£800. However, like all right-bank wines, allocations are small, so move quickly. 

Profile Summary
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HOW TO ORDER

WEBSITE: WWW.JFTWINES.COM

EMAIL: INFO@JFTWINES.COM

TELEPHONE: +44 (0) 20 3384 1155
Select option one to talk to a member of
the sales team.

Feel free at any point to get in touch with your sales
contact directly for more information about this
year's campaign, as they are on hand to assist.
Alternatively, head to our website to learn more.



WHAT ELSE IS ON OFFER

PAUILLAC
La Réserve de Pichon Comtesse

Château Latour

Château Latour 'Forts de Latour'

Château Clerc-Milon

Echo de Lynch Bages

2019 PRICE 2019 CRITIC
SCORE

2014-2018 
PRICE RANGE 

MARGAUX
Château Cantenac Brown

SAINT-ÉMILION

PER 6 AVERAGE ANNUAL
CASE VOLUME

£168

£2,050

£830

£312

£135

92-94

n/a

n/a

91-93

£97 - £167 n/a

n/a 18,000

n/a 11,000

£314 - £379 16,000

n/a £135 - £160 n/a

£186 94-96 £178 - £238 11,000

Château Beauséjour Duffau-Lagarrosse £496 94-96 £300 - £600 27,500

SAINT-JULIEN
Château Branaire-Ducru

Château Lagrange

Château Beychevelle 

Château Gloria

Château Clos de Marquis

£174

£185

£315

£140

£204

94-96

94-96

93-95

93-95

£181 - £235 15,000

£140 - £210 60,000

£360 - £440 45,000

£130 - £162 20,000

93-95 £178 - £214 15,500

PESSAC-LÉOGNAN
Le Clarence Haut-Brion

La Chapelle de La Mission Haut-Brion

Château Haut-Brion Blanc 

Château La Mission Haut-Brion Blanc

Château Quintus

£575

£255

£3,360

£2,700

£395

92-94

91-93

96

98

£500 - £590 n/a

£230 - £352 4,000

£3,249 - £4,040 700

£1,975 - £2,998 600

94-96 £308 - £487 8,000

Château Pape Clément Blanc

Château Les Carmes Haut-Brion  

Château Smith Haut Lafitte Blanc

£559

£409

£474

91-93

n/a

94-96

£454 - £530 700

£367 - £639 11,000

£368 - £465 2,500

POMÉROL
Château Gazin

Château Le Gay

Château Conseillante 

£316

£391

£755

95-97

94-96

97-99

£265 - £337 8,000

£313 - £647 1,500

£410 - £900 4,000
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NEXT STEPS

Our services are not limited to the wines featured in this
brochure. Therefore, if there are wines that are of interest to
you that you cannot find here, please do not hesitate to get

in touch.
 

If you have any questions or wish to learn more about how
we can help in the upcoming En Primeur Campaign, we
invite you to arrange a brief consultation with one of our

account managers.

Our Account Managers
Jake Leighton

Head of
Investment

jake@jftwines.com

Will Edwards
Head of Private

Clients
will@jftwines.com

Alternatively, you can find out more about JF Tobias,
the En Primeur Campaign as a whole, or other useful

wine resources by using the below:
 

WEBSITE: www.jftwines.com

EMAIL: info@jftwines.com

TELEPHONE: +44 (0) 20 3384 1155

 
 

68



WEBSITE: www.jftwines.com
EMAIL: info@jftwines.com

TELEPHONE: +44 (0) 20 3384 1155


